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larval stages of fresh-water bivalve molluscs of the
Unionoidea and Miteloidea are parasitic on {ing
The larvae of Unionidae - lnown as glochidivm - h
hivalve shells often with little hooks on their inn
the larvae come into contact with a suitable host fis!
on to the gills, fins or skin, where they become sur
tissue (epithelial cells). In time thev unde
form juvenile moliuscs which then detach thems

The larvae of Mrtelidae - haustorium larvac ~ 817
glochidia by having a non-calcareous pellicle :
tentacle.  The larvae attach themselves to the £
off the tentacle and envelop themselves complete]
calcareous pellicle.  Then they proceed to thy
into the host issue which serve as an anchoy
for food absorption.

Mitelidae are endemic to Africa while Unionidee are ¢
throughout the world. In Africa, the parasitic 1

molluscs were so far reported only from Lske V L
Intebbe areas) and from lake George. TIn | 1 ] on
has been frecquently observed in 7ilapia fingerTlin
In the U.S.A. and Hurope, mortalities of salm 1
heen caused by heavy glochidial infections of ¢ g

Mitelid larvae are rarely found on fish. Infections
from Barbus alittenalis and from T2lapia spp. in Lak
Unionid glochidia (possible larvae of Caelafura biv
frequently on gills, fins and skin of cichlids from
infection is more prevalent in Tilapia spp. than in
spp.  In Lake Victoria the infection already = :
10-19 mm in length. Fighest levels of infection we
20-50 wm long Tilapia variabilis and T. z<1044. In
vrevalence of infectlion exceeded 50% and in some s
ded prevalence was 66-75%. The number of glochic
vidual fish, however, never exceeded 9, They me
the gills than the skin or the fins. Such ipfectio
common in cichlids of lake George (7.
SPp. ).
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